“Green” Continuing Education Programming
at Austin Community College (ACC)
(updated 9/30/09)
ACC has developed a number of courses and programs with a renewable focus, and is currently developing several more in this emerging area. 
The development of Austin Community College’s renewable energy programs (both college credit and continuing education) have been made possible in part by funding from Workforce Solutions – Capital Area, the City of Austin’s Austin Energy Solar for Schools program, and the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts’ State Energy Conservation Office (SECO).

The college has partnered with Workforce Solutions – Capital Area to create a web portal that promotes the renewable energy industry in Central Texas and helps to connect individuals with educational programs and employment.  This project supports the Cool Austin Jobs website found at: www.coolaustinjobs.com/aboutRenew.html  Video clips included in this website (www.coolaustinjobs.com/videosRenew.html) feature ACC students enrolled in renewable energy programs.  

As a result of the quality curriculum and instructors at ACC, the college is a North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners (NABCEP) approved training provider; an Interstate Renewable Energy Council (IREC) – Institute for Sustainable Power Quality (ISPQ) approved solar continuing education provider; has one of its faculty members certified as an IREC – ISPQ approved master instructor; is a Building Performance Institute (BPI) approved continuing education provider; and is awaiting its approval letter making ACC an approved BPI certification testing site.
Continuing Education Certification Courses:

HART 1071 Solar Electric Systems, Entry-Level  (42 hours)
An entry-level course preparing students to take the NABCEP Photovoltaic Entry Level Certificate of Knowledge Exam.  Designed for students with little to no prior knowledge of building construction technology or solar power generation.
HART 1072 Advanced Solar Photovoltaic Installer (48 hours)
Prepares students for the North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners (NABCEP) Solar Photovoltaic (PV) System Installer Certification Exam after meeting all of the experience requirements. This course is designed for those involved in the solar industry or a related field and is intended for licensed electricians, contractors, or those with a strong understanding of solar electric systems and electrical principles. 
HART 1073 Solar Thermal Systems (48 hours)
The course is designed for professionals in the solar industry or a related field and prepares students for the North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners (NABCEP) Solar Thermal System Installer certification exam after meeting all of the experience requirements.
HART 1053 Energy Conservation - Energy Efficiency Inspector (40 hours) 

(formerly CNBX 3000) Current techniques in conservation and management as related to heating, ventilating, and air conditioning (HVAC) including load heat loss, heat load calculations, design and insulation techniques, and techniques used in retrofitting existing structures and systems to maximize energy efficiency.  This course prepares student for the Building Performance Institute (BPI) certification exam.

Professional Continuing Education Courses:
Professional Development Courses:
HART 1074 Problem Solving for PV System Design and Installation (8 hours)

HART 1075 Working Safely with Photovoltaic and Solar Hot Water Systems (8 hours)
HART 1076 Incentives for Solar Energy Systems (8 hours)
HART 1077 Mounting Practices for Solar Energy Systems (8 hours)
HART 1078 Distributed Energy Systems (8 hours)

WIND 2059 Wind Power Delivery System (80 hours)

Continuing Education Courses in Development:
Weatherization (40 hours)

Will provide students with the basics of remediating residential structures to improve energy efficiency using common methods such as insulation installation, solar window screen, and radiant barriers.
